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SPECIAL OLYMPICS NEVADA PREPARES FOR SUMMER GAMES

IN RENO, NV JUNE 5-7, 2009
Over 250 Nevada Athletes Registered To Reach For The Gold 
Reno, Nv., May 28, 2009 ---  More than 250 athletes are training to compete in the Special Olympics Nevada Summer Games slated for June 6, 2009.  The event kicks off with the annual Law Enforcement Torch Run which culminates at the Opening Ceremonies on Friday, June 5.  The actual sports competitions occur all day on June 6 with the Track and Field events to be held at Reno High School and Aquatic events scheduled at the Lombardi Recreation Center at the University of Reno, Nevada.  The competition marks the highest level of achievement for Special Olympics Nevada spring training and may qualify athletes as competitors for 2010 National Games and 2011 World Games.  The event venues are coordinated by the efforts of over 300 community-minded Reno/Lake Tahoe volunteers from program sponsors such as NV Energy, IGT and Greater Nevada Credit Union.
WHAT: 
Special Olympics Nevada Summer Games

WHEN:
June 5-7, 2009  
WHERE:
JUNE 5 
Torch Run:  Begins at approximately 7:30 p.m., Idlewild Park, located at 1501 Idlewild Drive.  Event includes local law enforcement and athletes who will run with the Torch through the streets of Reno to the Downtown Reno Ballroom at 401 N. Center Street.  
Opening Ceremonies: Begins at approximately 7:30 p.m. at the Downtown Reno Ballroom.  The ceremony includes the Lighting of the Torch and the Official Opening Ceremonies. The event is open to the public; doors open at 7:00 p.m. The venue is located at the corner of Center and 4th streets.  Parking is available in the Silver Legacy Parking Garage.
WHERE:
JUNE 6
Track and Field Competition: Begins at approximately 9:30 a.m. and concludes around 4:00 p.m. at Reno High School.   
Aquatics Competition:  Begins at approximately 9:30 a.m. and concludes around 4:00 p.m. at Lombardi Recreation Center, University of Nevada, Reno.
WHO:

Over 250 Special Olympics athletes; ages 8 through mid-50’s

75 Volunteer Special Olympics Coaches 
300 Community Volunteers from Greater Nevada Credit Union, NV Energy, Grand Sierra Resort, IGT, Southwest Gas
(MORE)
Special Olympics Nevada Summer Games
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PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES:  

Media are welcome to attend all events noted above.  If you have any special needs re: parking, athlete or dignitary interviews, please contact Maggie Schwarz (contact information noted above). All events are accessible and open to the public.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

No special talent is required to be a volunteer.  Anyone interested in participating and supporting Special Olympics programs in your community should contact the Nevada office at 877-417-2742 or click to this web site for information: www.sonv.org  .
SPECIAL OLMPICS NEVADA PROFILE: 
 
Special Olympics Nevada is a free year-round sports program that provides training and competition for nearly 4,000 children and adults with developmental disabilities.  Special Olympics Nevada is a 501(c) 3 corporation and is entirely funded by the generosity of the communities it serves.  Special Olympics Nevada does not receive any state or federal funding and is not a United Way agency.  For more information, please visit: www.sonv.org. 
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MEDIA ADVISORY 





Contact:  Maggie Schwarz, Regional Director


Special Olympics Nevada, � HYPERLINK "mailto:maggies@sonv.org" ��maggies@sonv.org�, 


702-465-3797 (cell) OR


Lee Weber-Koch, Weber & Associates  


SONV Advisory Board Member: 775 832 6547











